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I.  OBJECTIVES & 
METHODOLOGY
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OBJECTIVES

The objective of this study is to better understand commu-
nity reaction towards major issues facing County 
government, as well as reaction to nine possible tax ballot 
proposals, covering such areas as transportation 
infrastructure, affordable housing, behavioral and mental 
health services, wildfire mitigation and mountain rescue 
services.  
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METHODOLOGY

Drake Research & Strategy, Inc. conducted the most 
recent Boulder County Issues Survey in April/May 2022. 
A random sample was drawn from a list of Boulder 
County voters, containing both landline and cell phone 
numbers.

• Interviews were conducted between April 25 to May 
2, 2022.

• Results are based on 604 telephone interviews, 77% 
of which were conducted on respondent cell phones.

• The margin of error is plus or minus 4% about any 
one reported percentage.
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II. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
KEY FINDINGS
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#1. When trying to analyze the results of a community 
survey, it is important to understand the social, political 
and economic climate that exists when the survey is 
undertaken.  This survey was conducted on the heals of 
a twoyear global pandemic and in times of economic 
uncertainty.

Given that backdrop, when asked how things are going in 
Boulder County today, only 50% of voters say that things 
are going in the right direction, the lowest level in over 2 
decades of polling by Drake Research.  This low level of 
confidence is being driven first and foremost by the 
“Housing costs/cost of living,” distantly followed by 
“Taxes are too high” and “Politicians believe in wrong 
policies.”

I. The Climate Today
KEY FINDINGS
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I. The Climate Today
KEY FINDINGS

#3 To further understand the climate in Boulder County 
today, voters were also asked how they feel about the 
County’s tax burden. The percent saying County taxes are 
“Way too high” or “High but acceptable” is also at a two 
decade high, jumping six points since last polled in 2019.

#2. In terms of the single most important issue Boulder 
County faces today, as in both 2018 and 2019, the 
highest single response given by voters is “Lack of 
affordable housing,” followed by an issue that didn’t 
even register in 2019,  “Need more wildfire mitigation,”
followed by “Homeless issues” and “Do more on 
climate.”
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#5 In terms of where support for the ballot initiatives is 
strongest, a look at demographics shows generally that 
a statistically significant greater degree of support for 
the ballot initiatives comes from the city of Boulder,  
and also from, females, Democrats and those in the 18
34 age group. 

II. Ballot Proposals Tested

#4 Nine possible ballot tax proposals were tested.  
Respondents were told they would be read all nine, but 
no more than one would be on November’s ballot.  Of 
the nine, five have a very good chance of passing, two 
are on the cusp but could pass given a reasonably 
funded campaign behind them, with little organized 
opposition, and two have little chance of passing. 

III. Ballot Proposals:  The Demographics Behind Them



9

III. THE CLIMATE TODAY
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Climate and OverviewClimate and Overview
How voters feel about the way things are going in the County will 
have an effect on how they might vote on ballot initiatives.  The 
more satisfied they are, the more generous they may be when 
casting votes.  It’s like rewarding good behavior. 

When County voters were asked how they feel about the way 
things are heading today in Boulder County, only 50% say that 
things are going in the right direction, the lowest level in over two 
decades of polling by Drake Research.  This low level of 
confidence is being driven first and foremost by the costs of 
housing and cost of living in general, distantly followed by high 
taxes and politicians promoting the wrong policies. 

Further, when asked what is the single most important issue 
Boulder County faces today, as in 2019, the highest single 
response was “Affordable housing,” followed by an issue that 
didn’t even register in 2019,  “Wildfire mitigation,” followed by 
“Homeless issues” and “Do more on climate.”
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Climate and OverviewClimate and Overview

The perception of the tax burden voters feel in Boulder County 
can also affect how people vote on proposals seeking to 
increase taxes.  So County voters were also asked how they 
feel about the County’s tax burden. The percent saying 
County taxes are “Way too high” or “High but acceptable” is 
also at a two decade high, jumping six points since last polled 
in 2019. 

Somewhat paradoxically, however, the perception among 
homeowners of current property taxes is pretty much the 
same as it was back in 2019.

Finally, the perception of taxes in general being “Way too 
high” is highest in Longmont and the Southeast Cities 
(Louisville, Lafayette, Superior and Erie), and lowest in the 
City of Boulder.
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Q3 & D2a

[n=358/604]

- Only those who own home are asked about property taxes -

Perception of Boulder 
County Property Tax vs. All County Taxes
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IV. BALLOT PROPOSALS 
TESTED
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested
Survey respondents were read nine different ballot proposals, 
and asked for their degree of support on each one highlighted 
on the following three pages.  In two instances, a split sample 
was used to test two different variations of a tax to fund the 
same items.  This allows one-half (approx. 300) of 
respondents to get one variation of the tax, the other one-half 
(approx. 300) to get another.  

For the proposed County sales tax increase to fund roads & 
bridges, county transit, bikeways, multiuse paths, trails and 
mobility programs, half the respondents were read a .3% 
sales tax increase; the other half were read a .7% increase. 

For a new tax to fund County wildfire mitigation efforts, one 
half were read .54 mill increase in the property tax; the other 
half were read a .1% increase in the County sales tax. 



21

Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested

• A proposal to extend for 15 years the .1% current County 
transportation sales tax, due to expire in 2024, which is used to 
fund road and safety improvements, trails, transit services and 
transportation demand management.  This tax, if passed, 
would now expire in 2039;

• [Asked of ½ sample] A proposal for a new .3% increase in the 
County transportation sales tax to fund roads & bridges, county 
transit, bikeways, multiuse paths, trails and mobility programs 
for vulnerable populations.  This tax would then expire in 2038;

• [Asked of ½ sample] A proposal for a new .7% increase in the 
County transportation sales tax to fund roads & bridges, county 
transit, bikeways, multiuse paths, trails and mobility programs 
for vulnerable populations.  This tax would expire in 2038;

The nine ballot proposals tested are:
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Ballot Proposals Tested Ballot Proposals Tested (cont.)(cont.)

• A proposal for a new 1.09 mill County property tax increase to 
fund the regional affordable housing plan adopted by the 
County and each municipality in the County, to increase the 
amount of affordable and workforce housing in Boulder 
County;

• A proposal to extend for 15 years, an existing .185% County 
sales tax, due to expire in 2024, to fund greater access to 
services for residents struggling to access behavior, mental 
health, and substance abuse services.  It would include 
services provided as part of alternative sentencing programs.  
This tax would now expire in 2039;

• A proposal for a new 1.38 mill County property tax increase to 
fund roads & bridge projects within the municipalities of 
Boulder County, as well as in the County, including 
rehabilitation of paved, local access subdivision roads in 
unincorporated Boulder County.  
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested
• [Asked of ½ sample] A proposal for a new .1% increase in the 

County sales tax to fund wildfire mitigation in the County to 
reduce the severity of future wildfires and improve forest & 
grassland health.  This tax would expire in 2038; 

• [Asked of ½ sample] A proposal for a new .54 mill County property 
tax increase to fund wildfire mitigation in the County to reduce 
the severity of future wildfires and improve forest & grassland 
health. This tax would expire in 2038;

• A proposal for a new .1% increase in the County sales tax for 
five years, which would then be reduced by one- half, to a .05 
percent increase.  This tax would be used to build a new 
facility for Rocky Mountain Rescue Group, as well as to fund 
emergency and public safety services such as search & 
rescue, ambulance service in unincorporated Boulder County, 
fire response, and staffing and technology to deal with 
increased visitation to Open Space and other public lands in 
the County.
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested
The results for all nine of the ballot tax proposals are set forth 
in the chart on the following page, and are ranked, from the 
one most likely to pass to the one least likely to pass.

Following that ranking chart are more detailed results for each 
of the nine proposed ballot initiatives, including strength of 
support.

One cautionary note is that voters were advised to give their 
level of support on each ballot proposal, assuming each one 
would be the only proposal on the ballot.  It may not be.  I 
understand that BVSD may be planning a fall bond issue 
initiative, and if so that could draw some support away for 
several of the initiatives as school bond issues almost 
invariably pass. 
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested

It’s a common axiom of political polling that in most 
communities a proposed new tax increase should garner at 
least 60% support in pre-election polling to have a good 
chance of passing on election day. That’s in part because it’s 
easier to tell an interviewer that you are in favor of a tax 
increase for a worthy cause than it is to actually vote to 
impose a new tax on oneself. 

That said, the proposal to extend the transportation sales tax, 
if it were the only tax proposal on the ballot, is likely to 
succeed for three reasons.  First, it garners 69% support from 
voters surveyed.  Second the strength of support is far greater 
than support of those opposing the measure.  And third, and 
perhaps most importantly, it’s not a new tax increase, but 
rather an extension of an existing tax.  And that is a big 
distinction. 
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested
Each of these two proposals for increases in the County sales 
tax to fund transportation projects throughout the County 
would have a fighting chance of passage on election day if 
backed by a modest campaign.  But it won’t be easy.  Each 
faces initial opposition in the mid to low 30% range, and 
opposition will most certainly go up from there.

However, because there is so little difference between support 
and opposition to the two initiatives, if its decided to put one of 
these two on the ballot, the County should seriously consider 
choosing the higher .7% tax increase, as its likelihood of 
passing is pretty similar to that of the .3% tax increase.
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested

The ballot proposal for an increase in the Boulder County  
property tax to pay for various transportation projects is a non-
starter.  The initial level of support is barely over 50%, and 
those who are strongly against the measure actually out 
number those who are strongly in favor, though by only 1 
point.  If there is to be a tax increase to fund transportation 
projects, the County should gravitate towards a sales, not a 
property. tax to fund those projects.
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested

A property tax measure to fund affordable housing projects is 
also likely to fail, with an initial level of support of just 55% and 
with a quarter of all voters saying they are strongly against it.  
We also know from past surveys on affordable housing that 
there is an initial strong political correctness bias attached to 
an affordable housing tax increase, where a number of people 
who say they initially support an affordable housing tax turn 
around on election day to vote against it.
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested
A proposal to extend until 2039 the point 185% sales tax that 
funds greater access for residents who need behavioral, 
mental health and substance abuse services, is also likely to 
succeed:  it starts with 69% support from voters surveyed; the 
strength of support is substantially greater than support of 
those opposing the measure; and it’s not a new tax increase, 
but rather an extension of an existing tax.  
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested

The support for the two proposed ballot initiatives on wildfire 
mitigation is substantial, no matter whether it’s a sales or 
property tax to fund the mitigation efforts.  These clearly tap 
into a sentiment building since the Marshall Wildfire that struck 
fear into not only residents in the area of the fire, but to others 
throughout Boulder County who never imagined that it could 
happen to them.  They now can.  So it doesn’t really matter 
which variation of the wildfire mitigation initiative you choose, 
it’s going to pass with little opposition if put on the ballot while 
sentiment is still running strong.
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Ballot Proposals TestedBallot Proposals Tested

If Boulder County is known for anything, it’s the quality and 
accessibility of its great outdoors and mountain adventures.  
But it seems like at least once a week there is a story in the 
news about a hiker being rescued somewhere in Boulder 
County.  So it should be no surprise that a proposed sales tax 
increase to fund building a new facility for the Rocky Mountain 
Rescue Group, as well as fund emergency and public safety 
services such as search and rescue and ambulance services 
in Unincorporated Boulder County would poll high.  If put on 
the November ballot, and it’s the only tax increase on the 
ballot, this initiative is a sure bet to pass.
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V. DEMOGRAPHIC 
BREAKOUTS ON BALLOT 

PROPOSALS
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The four charts that follow show how the support for the nine 
ballot proposals discussed previously differs by where people 
live and by other key demographics, such as:

Demographic BreakoutsDemographic Breakouts

• Gender
• Age
• Own v. Rent homes
• Students v. Non-students
• Political party
• Income
• Race

Compared to many initiatives tested over the years, there are 
many key demographic differences to highlight in the nine 
proposals tested on this year’s survey.
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As the four charts that follow show, political party offers the starkest 
divide over the proposed tax increases, with just one proposal 
garnering at least 45% of the vote among Republicans.  While there 
is sizable support among Unaffiliateds for many of the proposals, 
it’s the Democrats that provide the most support for each one.  
Other statistically significant degrees of support for several tax 
proposals come from those living in the City of Boulder, females, 
and those in the 18-24 age group.

Demographic Breakouts Demographic Breakouts ((contcont.).)
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1 As in the past, the “S.E. Cities” category is comprised of Louisville, Lafayette, Superior and Erie, 
while “Uninc” includes unincorporated areas as well as other small towns.

Demographic Breakouts
- Shows percent saying “In Favor” -

73%79%76%65%77%80%74%New .54 mill Prop. Tax for Wildfire 
Mitigation

68%77%65%65%63%80%69%Extension of Sales Tax for Health 
Services

74%85%69%77%76%79%75%New .1% Sales Tax for Wildfire 
Mitigation

51%77%45%51%53%64%55%New 1.09 mill Reg. Housing Prop Tax

48%69%50%45%47%60%51%New 1.38 mill Road & Bridge Prop Tax

75%

65%

72%

80%

StudentProposal Total Blder  SE 
Cities  

Long’t Uninc Not 
Student

Transportation sales tax extension 69% 77% 70% 58% 68% 67%

New Transportation .3% sales tax 59% 65% 63% 53% 58% 58%

New Transportation .7% sales tax 58% 66% 56% 53% 50% 56%

New .1% Sales Tax for Emergency 
Services

67% 73% 65% 67% 60% 66%

Shading indicates there is a statistical difference

Q’s 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8
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- Shows percent saying “In Favor” -

Shading indicates there is a statistical difference

77%65%60%57%69%82%69%Extension  of Sales Tax for Health 
Services

77%74%73%61%77%85%75%New .1% Sales Tax for Wildfire 
Mitigation

74%74%63%72%74%87%74%New .54 mill Prop. Tax for Wildfire 
Mitigation

70%46%41%38%50%77%55%New 1.09 mill Reg. Housing Prop 
Tax

62%44%44%37%48%66%51%New 1.38 mill Road & Bridge Prop 
Tax

64%55%51%53%56%65%58%New Transportation .7% sales tax

61%58%46%48%60%75%59%New Transportation .3% sales tax 

73%65%56%59%65%84%69%Transportation sales tax extension

Proposal Total 1834 3554 5564 65+ Own Rent

New .1% Sales Tax for Emergency 
Services

67% 79% 64% 63% 58% 65% 69%

Q’s 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8
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- Shows percent saying “In Favor” -

62%85%38%76%63%69%Extension of Sales Tax for Health 
Services

71%89%41%83%68%75%New .1% Sales Tax for Wildfire Mitigation

71%86%45%79%70%74%New .54 mill Prop. Tax for Wildfire 
Mitigation

66%77%40%71%63%67%New .1% Sales Tax for Emergency 
Services

53%69%19%61%50%55%New 1.09 mill Reg. Housing Prop Tax

54%73%26%64%52%58%New Transportation .7% sales tax

54%73%22%66%53%59%New Transportation .3% sales tax 

67%81%34%71%67%69%Transportation sales tax extension

Proposal Total Male  Female  Rep
.

Dem. U’s

New 1.38 mill Road & Bridge Prop Tax 51% 47% 56% 21% 64% 46%

Shading indicates there is a statistical difference.  

Q’s 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8



53 Demographic Breakouts
- Shows percent saying “In Favor” -

Shading indicates there is a statistical difference.  

72%77%80%80%64%74%New .54 mill Prop. Tax for Wildfire 
Mitigation

66%69%68%78%65%67%New .1% Sales Tax for Emergency 
Services

77%77%81%66%74%75%New .1% Sales Tax for Wildfire 
Mitigation

81%71%74%72%64%69%Transportation sales tax extension

66%62%69%63%52%59%New Transportation .3% sales tax 

50%60%60%49%58%58%New Transportation .7% sales tax

57%53%52%54%52%51%New 1.38 mill Road & Bridge Prop Tax

71%56%54%60%59%55%New 1.09 mill Reg. Housing Prop Tax

84%69%71%73%69%69%Extension of Sales Tax for Health 
Services

Proposal Total <$50K $50$75K >$75+ White Latino

Q’s 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8
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VII.  APPENDIX:
PERCENTAGE RESULTS



            22 Blder Issues Survey.pct 

1 

 
 

2022 BOULDER COUNTY ISSUES SURVEY  

Preliminary 

Hello, my name is _____________.  First, I want to assure you that we're not selling anything or asking for money.  I'm with Drake 
Research, a public opinion research company here in Boulder, Colorado.  We are conducting an interesting survey with registered 
voters about local issues in your community, and we would like to include your opinions.  Your telephone number was selected 
purely at random.   

SCREENER 

A. First, I would like to confirm that you are at least 18 years old, and registered to vote in Boulder County? [n=604] 

Yes .............................................................................................................................. 100% 
No ...............................................................................................................................  -- 
DK/NS .....................................................................................................................  -- 

B. [Ask only if R says “No” or “DK/NS” in Screener A; else go to Screener C]  Is there someone in this 
household I can speak to who is at least 18 years old and is registered to vote in Boulder County?  

Yes ............................................................................................................. 100%  Start over 
No ............................................................................................................................. --  Terminate 
DK/NS ................................................................................................................... --  Terminate 

C. Party Registration [n=604] 

Democrat ..................................................................................................................  44% 
Republican ................................................................................................................  14% 
Unaffiliated ...............................................................................................................  41% 
Other: .........................................................................................................................  1% 

D. Did you vote in the 2020 election for President between Donald Trump and Joe Biden, or did you not vote? [n=604] 

Voted .........................................................................................................................  99% 
Did not vote .............................................................................................................  1% 
DK/NS .....................................................................................................................  --   Terminate 

E. [Ask only if R says “Did not vote” in Screener D; else go to Screener F]  Did you not vote because you 
were too young to vote in 2020, or was it for some other reason? [n=4] 

Too young ................................................................................................  100%  Continue 
Some other reason ..................................................................................  --  Terminate 
DK/NS .....................................................................................................  --  Terminate 

F Is the telephone number we called you on a cell phone, or is it a traditional home phone line, often called a landline? 
[n=604] 

Cell phone .................................................................................................................  77% 
Landline .....................................................................................................................  23% 
Other  .........................................................................................................................  -- 
DK/NS .....................................................................................................................  --  Terminate 

G. [Ask if R says “Cell phone” in Screener F; else go to Screener H ]  Are you currently driving or doing 
something else that makes it unsafe to talk? 

Yes .............................................................................................................  --  Thank; Set time to call back 
No ..............................................................................................................  100%  Continue  
DK/NS .....................................................................................................  --  Terminate 
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SCREENER 

H. In which Boulder County City do you live?  If you live in an unincorporated area of Boulder County, like 
Gunbarrel or other unincorporated areas, just say so? [n=604] 

Allenspark .................................................................................................................  1%  
City of Boulder .........................................................................................................  32% 
Eldorado Springs .....................................................................................................  1%  
Erie .............................................................................................................................  3% 
Gunbarrel ..................................................................................................................  1%  
Hygiene ......................................................................................................................  --  
Jamestown .................................................................................................................  * 
Lafayette ....................................................................................................................  11% 
Longmont .................................................................................................................  27% 
Louisville ...................................................................................................................  8% 
Lyons..........................................................................................................................  1% 
Nederland ..................................................................................................................  * 
Niwot .........................................................................................................................  *  
Pinecliffe ....................................................................................................................  --  
Superior .....................................................................................................................  4% 
Ward ...........................................................................................................................  * 
Other Unincorporated area of Boulder County .................................................  10% 
Other City .................................................................................................................  1%  

DK/NS/Refused .....................................................................................................  --  Terminate 

I. Sex [n=604] 

Male ............................................................................................................................  53% 
Female ........................................................................................................................  47% 

*An asterisk, wherever it appears, means that the result for that response rounds to less than 1%. 
 

1. Generally speaking, would you say things in Boulder County are going in the right direction, or do you feel things here have 
pretty seriously gotten off on the wrong track in the past few years? [n=604] 

 5/22 8/19 4/18 6/17 6/16 12/15 3/14 5/12 4/10 7/09 12/06 6/99 
 [n=604] [n=605] [n=605] [n=605] [n=605]  [n=605]  [n=603] [n=605]  [n=603] [n=600] [n=500] [n=603 

Right direction..............  50% 60% 58% 56% 56% 61% 60% 62% 59% 58% 70% 59% 
Wrong track ..................  30% 24% 26% 27% 26% 22% 26% 23% 27% 26% 16% 29% 
No opinion/DK/NS ..  19% 16% `16% 17% 13% 17% 14% 15% 14% 16% 14% 12% 
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1a. [Ask if R says “Wrong track” in Q1; else go to Q2]  Is there anything in particular that leads you to say 
things are off on the wrong track, or is it just a general feeling?  [If “Yes,” ask]  What is that? [n=183] 

Nothing in particular ................................................................... 10% 
Housing costs/cost of living ...................................................... 23% 
Taxes are too high ........................................................................ 9% 
Politicians believe in wrong policies ......................................... 8% 
Growth--Too much growth/rapid growth .............................. 7% 
Liberal/too liberal ........................................................................ 7% 
Social Injustice .............................................................................. 5% 
COVID-19 Issues ........................................................................ 5% 
Job uncertainty/economy in general......................................... 4% 
Democratic leadership................................................................. 3% 
Climate Change issues ................................................................. 3% 
Traffic Congestion  ...................................................................... 2% 
Overspending/wasteful spending ............................................. 2% 
Racial inequity ............................................................................... 2% 
Flooding concerns ....................................................................... * 
Other .............................................................................................. 23% 
DK/NS .......................................................................................... 2% 

2. Next, I will read you several possible initiatives that could be put on the county ballot either this year or in the 
future.  At most only one of these initiatives may be on the November ballot this year, but we would like your 
thoughts on each one.  

After I read each one, assuming it is the only one on the ballot, please tell me whether you support or oppose a 
ballot issue to fund the service or project.  If you are undecided or not sure how you would vote, just say so.  
The first is: [Read list; Randomize]  [If R says Support/Oppose, read]  And do you strongly or only somewhat 
[support/oppose] this ballot issue?  [Randomize, except randomize b-1 and b-2 together as a pair and f-1 
and f-2 together as a pair] 

 ------Support------ -----Oppose----- Not Sure 
 Strong Some’t Some’t Strong Undecided 

a. With no increase in taxes, a ballot proposal for a 
fifteen-year extension of the current point one 
percent County transportation sales tax, due to 
expire in 2024, and currently used for road and 
safety improvements, trails, transit services and 
transportation demand management, which if 
passed will now expire in 2039. This tax currently 
adds an additional ten cents on a one hundred dollar 
purchase anywhere in Boulder County and would 
continue raising approximately five point six million 
dollars per year [n=604] ................................................  33% 36% 9% 16% 6% 

b-1. [Ask ½ Sample]  A ballot proposal for a new 
point three percent increase in the County 
transportation sales tax, to be used for funding 
for roads & bridges as well as countywide 
transit, bikeways, multiuse paths, regional trails, 
and mobility programs for vulnerable 
populations, which would expire in 2038.  This 
tax would add an additional thirty cents on a 
one hundred dollar purchase anywhere in 
Boulder County and would raise approximately 
seventeen million dollars per year [n=302] ................  25% 34% 14% 19% 8% 
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 ------Support------ -----Oppose----- Not Sure 

 Strong Some’t Some’t Strong Undecided 

b-2. [Ask ½ Sample]  A ballot proposal for a new point 
seven percent increase in the County 
transportation sales tax, to be used for funding 
for roads & bridges as well as countywide transit, 
bikeways, multiuse paths, regional trails, and 
mobility programs for vulnerable populations, 
which would expire in 2038. This tax would add 
an additional seventy cents on a one hundred 
dollar purchase anywhere in Boulder County and 
would raise approximately thirty-nine million 
dollars per year [n=302] ................................................  29% 29% 13% 23% 6% 

c. A ballot proposal for a new one point three 
eight mill increase to property taxes in Boulder 
County to fund road and bridge projects within 
the municipalities in Boulder County and 
maintenance and rehabilitation of County roads 
and bridges including rehabilitation of paved 
public local access subdivision roads in 
unincorporated boulder county.  This tax would 
increase the property tax by approximately sixty 
dollars on the average six hundred fifty 
thousand dollar home in Boulder County and 
raise about twelve and one half million dollars 
per year [n=604] .............................................................  23% 28% 17% 24% 8% 

d. A ballot proposal for a new one point zero nine 
mill increase to property taxes in Boulder 
County to support the implementation of a 
regional affordable housing plan adopted by the 
County Commissioners and each municipality in 
Boulder County to increase the amount of 
affordable and workforce housing in Boulder 
County.  This tax would increase the property 
tax by approximately forty-eight dollars on the 
average six hundred fifty-thousand-dollar home 
in Boulder County and raise about ten million 
dollars per year [n=604] ................................................  32% 23% 11% 25% 9% 

e. A ballot proposal for a 15-year extension until 
the year 2039, of an existing point one eight five 
percent County sales tax, currently scheduled to 
expire in 2024.  This proposal would fund greater 
access to services for residents who are struggling 
to access behavioral, mental health, and 
substance abuse services, including services 
provided as part of alternative sentencing 
programs. This tax would add eighteen and a half 
cents on a one-hundred-dollar purchase 
anywhere in Boulder County and would raise 
approximately ten point four million dollars per 
year [n=604] ....................................................................  45% 24% 8% 15% 8% 
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 ------Support------ -----Oppose----- Not Sure 

 Strong Some’t Some’t Strong Undecided 

f-1. [Ask ½ Sample]  A ballot proposal for a new 
point one percent increase in the County sales 
tax, to fund wildfire mitigation work in Boulder 
County to reduce the severity of future wildfires 
and improve forest and grassland health, which 
would expire in 2038. This tax would add ten 
cents on a one hundred dollar purchase 
anywhere in Boulder County and would raise 
approximately five point six million dollars per 
year [n=304] ....................................................................  55% 20% 7% 14% 4% 

f.2. [Ask ½ Sample]  A ballot proposal for a new 
point five four mill increase to property taxes in 
Boulder County to fund wildfire mitigation 
work in Boulder County, to reduce the severity 
of future wildfires and improve forest and 
grassland health, which would expire in 2038.  
This tax would increase the property tax by 
approximately twenty-four dollars on the 
average six hundred fifty thousand dollar home 
in Boulder County and raise about five million 
dollars per year [n=300] ................................................  48% 26% 7% 12% 7% 

g A ballot proposal for a new point one percent 
County sales tax increase for five years, which 
would then be reduced by one-half, to a point 
zero five percent County sales tax, which would 
expire in 2038.  This tax would fund building a 
new facility for Rocky Mountain Rescue Group 
and fund emergency and public safety services 
such as search and rescue, ambulance services in 
unincorporated Boulder County, fire response, 
and staffing and technology to deal with 
increased visitation to Open Space and other 
public lands in Boulder County. This tax would 
initially add ten cents on a one hundred dollar 
purchase anywhere in Boulder County and 
would raise approximately five point six million 
dollars per year in the first five years.  After five 
years the tax would decrease to a five-cent 
increase on a one-hundred-dollar purchase and 
raise two point eight million dollars per year 
[n=604] ............................................................................  35% 32% 9% 15% 9% 

3. Now thinking about just the taxes you pay to Boulder County today, would you say that the taxes you pay to the 
County government are way too high, high but acceptable, about right, or lower than you would expect for the 
services that the County government provides? 

  6/08 7/09 5/10 8/11 5/12 3/14 12/15 6/16 6/17 5/18 8/19 5/22 
    [n=600]  [n=603] [n=411] [n=605] [n=603] [n=605] [n=605] [n=605] [n=605]  [n=605]  [n=604] 

Way too high .   23% 21% 20% 15% 18% 20% 20% 21% 22% 19% 20% 24% 
High but acceptable  37% 40% 34% 39% 41% 36% 40% 38% 39% 38% 38% 40% 
About right ....   32% 32% 35% 42% 32% 38% 29% 30% 29% 32% 31% 27% 
Lower than expected 4% 4% 6% 4% 6% 3% 3% 6% 3% 4% 7% 3% 
No opinion/DK/NS 4% 3% 5% -- 3% 3% 8% 5% 7% 7% 4% 6% 
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4. On a different topic, in general, what do you consider to be the single most important issue facing Boulder 
County today?  [Multiple response OK] [Do not read list]? 
 

 2010 2011 2018 2019 2022 
 [n=603] [n=411] [n=605] [n=605] [n=604] 

Nothing in particular  ...................................................................................  2% 9% 5% 5% 2% 
Lack of Affordable Housing/High costs of housing .............................  4% 4% 25% 20% 27% 
Need more Wildfire Mitigation ..................................................................    * 1% 17% 
Homeless Issues ............................................................................................  -- 1% 8% 6% 10% 
Climate issues-Not enough being done ....................................................    4% 6% 7% 
Growth in Boulder County, too much......................................................    11% 10% 5% 
Taxes Too High  ...........................................................................................  4% 4% 4% 4% 5% 
Education/ Public School Issues ...............................................................  10% 12% 9% 3% 3% 
Transportation/Congestion ........................................................................  6% 6% -- -- 3% 
Environmental Issues (General) .................................................................    1% 2% 3% 
Mental Health Services, Availability ..........................................................    1% -- 3% 
Economy.........................................................................................................     1% 3% 
Lack of public transportation .....................................................................     -- 2% 
Law Enforcement Issues/Crime Rate ......................................................    2% -- 2% 
Water/Dam Issues ........................................................................................  -- 1% * -- 2% 
Fracking, opposed to ....................................................................................    5% 5% 1% 
Open Space Issues ........................................................................................  3% 6% 1% 3% 1% 
Controlling illegal immigration ...................................................................    2% 2% 1% 
Healthcare (General) ....................................................................................    1% -- 1% 
Corona virus/pandemic ...............................................................................     -- 1% 
Guns/Second Amendment/gun control ..................................................     -- 1% 
Social justice/inequality ...............................................................................     -- 1% 
Subdivision Roads .........................................................................................    3% 2% * 
Traffic congestion/Hard to get around ....................................................    9% 10% -- 
Concern about what’s happening with Washington/federal gov’t ......    2% 2% -- 
Second Amendment/Gun Control ...........................................................    2% 2% -- 
Against deportations of immigrants/splitting families/children .........    1% 2% -- 
Transportation Issues/Lack of public transportation ............................    1% 2% -- 
Energy Issues (Not Fracking) .....................................................................  -- 4% 1% 2% -- 
Lack of diversity ............................................................................................     2% -- 
Overpopulation .............................................................................................     2% -- 
Climate issues-Too much emphasis...........................................................    1% 1% -- 
Fracking, in favor of .....................................................................................    1% 1% -- 
Cost of Living/Expensive ...........................................................................    1% 1% -- 
Quality of air ..................................................................................................     1% -- 
Low wages ......................................................................................................     1% -- 
Bikers/bike lanes ...........................................................................................     1% -- 
Alternative/clean/renewable energy .........................................................     1% -- 
Construction/expansion ..............................................................................     1% -- 
E-bikes/scooters ...........................................................................................     1% -- 
Government regulations ..............................................................................     1% -- 
Government spending .................................................................................     1% -- 
Government misrepresentation ..................................................................     1% -- 
Healthcare .......................................................................................................     1% -- 
Growth in Boulder County, too little ........................................................    1% * -- 
Genetically Modified Crops (GMO’s), against ........................................    * * -- 
Infrastructure/Roads ....................................................................................    3% -- -- 
Planning/Land Use/Building .....................................................................  3% 4% 3% -- -- 
Government Financial Issues .....................................................................  5% 4% 2% -- -- 
Legalization of Marijuana/Drugs ...............................................................  3% -- 2% -- -- 
Concerns about the Economy/Jobs .........................................................  14% 19% 1% -- -- 
Oil and Gas Development Issues ..............................................................    1% -- -- 
Overall Regulation/Too Much Government Control ...........................    1% -- -- 
Income Inequality .........................................................................................    1% -- -- 
Environment/Slow growth .........................................................................  15% 5% -- -- -- 
Other ...............................................................................................................  14% 18% 6% 8% 10% 
DK/NS  ..........................................................................................................  15% 11% 9% 11% 5% 



            22 Blder Issues Survey.pct 

7 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

D1. [Ask Demos of All]  Now talking some more about you, some people are always following what's going on in 
politics and public affairs.  Others just aren't that interested.  Do you follow what's going on politically and in 
government all of the time, most of the time, some of the time or almost never? [n=604] 

All of the time .............................................................................................. 23% 
Most of the time .......................................................................................... 38% 
Some of the time ......................................................................................... 31% 
Almost never................................................................................................ 8% 
Refused ......................................................................................................... * 
DK/NS ......................................................................................................... * 

D2. Do you own or rent your home? [n=604] 

Own............................................................................................................... 60% 
Rent ............................................................................................................... 37% 
DK/NS/Refused ........................................................................................ 3% 

D2a. [Ask if R says “Own” in D2; else go to D3]  Thinking about just your property taxes, would you say that 
your local property taxes are way too high, high but acceptable, about right, or lower than you would 
expect to pay? 

 6/16 6/17 5/18 8/19 5/22 
 [n=458]  [n=377] [n=386] [n=358] [n=362] 

Way too high ................................................................................. 24% 34% 32% 28% 31% 
High but acceptable ..................................................................... 40% 35% 35% 36% 33% 
About right .................................................................................... 30% 25% 25% 29% 29% 
Lower than what one would expect .......................................... 3% 4% 5% 5% 4% 
No opinion/DK/NS .................................................................. 3% 2% 3% 2% 3% 

D3. How many people, including yourself, live in your household? [n=604] 

1 ..................................................................................................................... 21% 
2 ..................................................................................................................... 33% 
3 ..................................................................................................................... 20% 
4 or more ...................................................................................................... 24% 
Refused ......................................................................................................... 1% 

D3a.  [Ask if R says “2 or more” in D3; else go to D4]  How many of those living in your home are under the 
age of 18? [n=472] 

None .............................................................................................. 65% 
1 ...................................................................................................... 16% 
2 ...................................................................................................... 13% 
3 or more ....................................................................................... 6% 
Refused .......................................................................................... -- 

D4. Have you or anyone in your household lost your job or taken a significant pay cut in the past 12 months? [n=604] 

Yes ..............................................................................................................................  22% 
No ...............................................................................................................................  77% 
DK/NS .....................................................................................................................  1% 

D5. And do you or anyone in your household fear that you may lose your job, or be required to take a pay cut at 
some point in the next 6 to 12 months? [n=604] 

Yes ................................................................................................................. 17% 
No .................................................................................................................. 81% 
DK/NS ......................................................................................................... 2% 
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D6. Are you a full or part-time college student? [n=604] 

Yes ................................................................................................................. 14% 
No .................................................................................................................. 85% 
DK/NS ......................................................................................................... 1% 

D7. Now, I have just three more questions for statistical purposes only. May I ask how old you are?  [98=98+ years / 
99=DK/NS/Ref] [n=604] 

18-34 ............................................................................................................. 31% 
35-44 ............................................................................................................. 16% 
45-54 ............................................................................................................. 16% 
55-64 ............................................................................................................. 17% 
65 or older .................................................................................................... 17% 
Refused ......................................................................................................... 3% 

D8. And which of the following income groups includes your family's total annual income from all sources in 2021?  
[Read list except refused and DK/NS] [n=604] 

Up to $20,000 .............................................................................................. 6% 
$20,000, but less than $30,000 .................................................................. 6% 
$30,000, but less than $40,000 .................................................................. 6% 
$40,000, but less than $50,000 .................................................................. 7% 
$50,000, but less than $60,000 .................................................................. 7% 
$60,000, but less than $75,000 .................................................................. 8% 
$75,000, but less than $100,000 ................................................................ 12% 
$100,000, but less than $150,000 .............................................................. 15% 
$150,000 or over ......................................................................................... 22% 
Refused ......................................................................................................... 7%   Do not read 
DK/NS ......................................................................................................... 4%   Do not read 

D9. Finally, so we can ensure that all groups are statistically represented, would you please tell me what racial or 
ethnic group or groups you consider yourself to be a member of? [n=604] 

White/Caucasian ......................................................................................... 80% 
Black/African-American  .......................................................................... 2% 
Hispanic/Latino .......................................................................................... 7% 
Oriental/Asian-American/Asian/Pac. islander ..................................... 4% 
American Indian/Native American ......................................................... 1% 
Multi-Ethnic/Mixed race ........................................................................... 2% 
Other ............................................................................................................. 4% 
 

Thank you for taking our survey, your answers have been 
extremely helpful. 
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Methodology 
 
2022 Boulder County Issues Survey was conducted on behalf of Boulder County by Drake Research & Strategy, Inc., a public opinion 
research firm in Boulder, Colorado.  The results of this survey are based upon 604 telephone interviews conducted among active 
voters residing in Boulder County.  Drake Research purchased a sample of telephone numbers, complete with a cell phone match, of 
active County registered voters, which was then randomly sampled. Quotas were established to obtain appropriate representation for 
gender, political party and for age.  Results of the survey are also balanced by ethnicity, city, age and political party to more 
appropriately represent the actual distribution. Interviews were conducted from April 25 to May 2, 2022.  A random sample of 604 
has a worst-case 95% confidence interval of plus or minus 4.0% about any one reported percentage. 
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VII. APPENDIX:
CROSSTABULATIONS


